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all States are required to refrain in
their international relations from
thethreat oruse of force against the
territorial integrity or political inde-
pendence of any State. Any breach
of this fundamental principle not
only represents a grave threat to in-
ternational peace and security but
also undermines the legal order es-
tablished under the United Nations
Charter.

Moreover, attacks against civilian
objects, particularly infrastructure
and educational, historical, cultur-
al, and residential areas, constitute
serious violations of the core rules
of international humanitarian law,
as reaffirmed in the 1949 Geneva
Conventions and the 1977 Addi-
tional Protocoll.

Under the essential principles en-
shrined in these international in-
struments—including the principle
of distinction between civilian and
military objectives, the principle
of proportionality, and the princi-
ple of precaution in military opera-
tions—the parties to a conflict are
obligated, under all circumstances,
to protect civilians, especially chil-
dren and educational facilities, and

to refrain from attacking objects of
a civilian nature. Targeting schools
and residential areas not only vio-
lates the treaty-based obligations
of States under the Geneva Con-
ventionsbutalsoamountstoaclear
breach of customary international
humanitarianlaw.

In this regard, the provisions of Ad-
ditional Protocol | to the Geneva
Conventions emphasize the ne-
cessity of protecting civilian pop-
ulations and prohibiting attacks
against civilian objects, declaring
any deliberate attack on civilians or
civilianfacilities unlawful.

The Central Bar Association of
Iran, emphasizing the responsibil-
ity of the international community
to safeguard fundamental human
rights and prevent impunity for se-
rious violations of international law,
hereby requests the United Nations
HumanRights Councilto:

1. Officially and unequivocally con-
demn the aggressions committed
againsttheterritory of Iran.

2. Establish an independent
fact-finding comitte to investigate
the scope of these aggressions and
to document violations of interna-
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YourExcellency,

The Central Bar Association of
Iran, as a member of the Interna-
tional Bar Associationand aninde-
pendent institution committed to
therule of law and the protection of
fundamental humanrights, hereby
expresses its profound concern
and strong objection to the recent
military assaults carried out by the
United States of America and the
Israeli regime, using the territories
of the Persian Gulf States and cer-
tain other countries suchas Jordan
and Cyprus as operational bases
for attacks against Iran. These ac-
tions have resulted in extensive
violations of international law as
well as fundamental principles of
international humanrights law and
international humanitarianlaw.

According to the available evi-
dences and documents, numer-
ous civilian objects have been
deliberately targeted during these
attacks, including a strike onagirls’
schoolin Minab, Hormozgan Prov-
ince, which led to the martyrdom of
a significant number of innocent
students. Civilian homes, public

facilities, sports centers, histor-
ical and cultural sites, and other
civilian infrastructure have also
been attacked, causing the death
and injury of thousands of Iranian
civilians, a considerable number
of whom were children and wom-
en. Furthermore, the Office of the
United Nations High Commission-
er for Human Rights has recently
called for an investigation into the
attackonthe Minab school.
Inaddition,anassault onthe court-
house of Larestan, in southernlran,
during official working hours re-
sulted in the martyrdom of several
judges, court employees, and four
attorneys—individuals who em-
body justice andtherule of law—in
clear contravention of all principles
and norms of international law and
international humanitarian law.
Such acts constitute blatant viola-
tions of fundamental principles of
international law and peremptory
norms governing the protection of
civilians during armed conflicts.
These attacks stand in clear con-
flict with the obligations set out in
the Charter of the United Nations.
Under Article (4) 2 of the Charter,
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tional human rights and interna-
tionalhumanitarianlaw.

3.Pursue the necessary measures,
within international mechanisms
including Article 15 of the Rome
Statute, to ensure accountability
for the perpetrators and to prevent
the recurrence of such unlawful ac-
tions.

Undoubtedly, silence or inaction
in the face of such grave violations
would not only weaken and delegit-
imize the international legal order
and fundamental human values but

could also foster continued impuni-
ty and the further spread of aggres-
sionand conflict worldwide.
The Central Bar Association of Iran,
as one of the oldest civil and legal
institutions in the country, declares
its readiness to cooperate by pro-
viding all necessary information
and documentation to substantiate
theseviolations.
Respectfully,
Mohammad Shah-Mohammadi
President of the Central Bar Associ-
ationoflran
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international peace and security.
Attacks on educational institu-
tions, medical facilities, residen-
tial areas, and other civilian infra-
structure clearly indicate that the
objective of these actions is not
limited to countering military tar-
gets. Rather, in contravention of
the established and incontrovert-
ible principles of international hu-
manitarianlaw, they aimto spread
terror among the civilian popula-
tion, inflict widespread damages
on vital facilities and infrastruc-
ture, and create the conditions for
instability and disruption of pub-

1

The Central Bar Association
urgesyouto:

While expressly condemning
the above-mentioned acts of
aggression, and taking into
account the inherent right of
the Islamic Republic of Iran to
defend itself pursuant to Ar-
ticle 51 of the Charter of the
United Nations, in exercising
the powers set forth in Article
99 of the Charter,immediately
refer the matter to the United
Nations Security Council

S 7)

licorder.

In this same vein, the recent
threat by Mr. Donald Trump, Pres-
ident of the United States, to tar-
get civilian energy infrastructure
stands as a stark example of po-
sitions and conduct, expressed
at the highest official levels, that
contravene the commitments set
outinthe United Nations Charter.
Such conduct may be considered
a clear instance of war crimes
and constitutes a direct violation
of the obligations arising from
the four Geneva Conventions of
1949 and their Additional Pro-
tocols, as well as the well-estab-
lished customary rules of interna-
tional humanitarianlaw.
Considering the universal and
binding obligation of all United
Nations Member States to re-
spect and implement the provi-
sions of the Charter—including
the requirements of its Article
103—and given the preeminent
status of international humani-
tarian law as one of the highest
achievements of the legal con-
science of the international com-
munity—particularly the Fourth
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Inthe Name of God, the Lord of
PeaceandLove

His Excellency Mr. Antonio
Guterres

Secretary - General of the
United Nations

Your Excellency,

| wish to extend my sincere
greetings and warmest congrat-
ulations on the arrival of spring
and the Iranian New Year. On the
threshold of this new season,
we express our hope for the es-
tablishment and advancement
of peace, security, freedom, and
justiceforallnations of the world.
As previously communicated
in our earlier correspondence,
the military actions by the Unit-
ed States of America and the Is-
raeli regime against the Iranian
people constitute, under inter-
national law, a clear violation of
the peremptory principles and
rules governing the internation-
al legal order—most notably the
prohibition on the use of force
enshrined in Article (4) 2 of the
United Nations Charter. At the
same time, these actions be-

tray a conspicuous disregard for
the fundamental purposes and
principles of the United Nations,
including the provisions of Arti-
cle (1) 1 and Article (1) 33 of the
Charter. Furthermore, the nature
and consequences of these ac-
tions are inconsistent with the
standards set forth in Article A
bis of the Rome Statute of the In-
ternational Criminal Court.

As the oldest professional, civil,
and independent bar associa-
tion in Iran—founded on the rule
of law, the independence of the
legal profession, and the defense
of legal and humanitarian princi-
ples—the Central Bar Associa-
tion deems it its duty to bring to
your attention its profound con-
cern and serious protest over the
continuation of these unlawful
actions and their devastatingim-
pact onregional and internation-
alpeace andsecurity.

There is no doubt that the initi-
ation and prolongation of war
represent a breach of one of the
most fundamental obligations
of states in contemporary inter-
national law: the duty to uphold
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Geneva Convention of 1949
for the protection of civilians in
times of armed conflict, the 1954
Hague Convention for the Pro-
tection of Cultural Property in the
Event of Armed Conflict,and cus-
tomary international law which
explicitly prohibits attacks on ci-
vilians and civilian property—and
also in light of the dangers posed
by continued aggression against
Iran's territorial integrity and ef-
forts to draw other countries into
this unlawful conflict against Iran,
which could have catastrophic
and irreparable consequenc-
es for the region and for global
peace and security, t he Associ-
ation earnestly requests Your Ex-
cellencyto:

Unequivocally
aforementioned aggressive ac-
tions; and, mindful of the Islamic
Republic of Iran's inherent right
to self-defense under Article 51
of the United Nations Charter,
refer the matter without delay
to the United Nations Security
Council in exercise of the pow-

condemn the

ers conferred by Article 99 of the
Charter. Furthermore, utilizing all
capacities and legal, political,and
diplomatic initiatives within the
scope of your high office, please
take the urgent and effective
measures necessary to prevent
the targeting of refineries, en-
ergy facilities, and other civilian
infrastructure. The continuation
of such actions will only result
in further human suffering, in-
creased risk to civilians, and the
expansion of the crisis at both the
regionalandinternationallevels.
We respectfully urge Your Ex-
cellency, in fulfilling your critical
responsibility to safeguard the
purposes and principles of the
United Nations Charter and to
upholdthe established standards
of international law, to accord this
matter your appropriate and due
attentionand action.

Withrenewedrespect,
Mohammad Shahmohammadi
President of the Iranian Central

Bar Association
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1. North Atlantic Treaty, 1949
2. NATO, Statement by the North At-
lantic Council, 12 September 2001
3. NATO, Strategic Concept, Lisbon
2010; Wales 2014; Madrid 2022
4. Vienna Convention on the Law of
Treaties, 1969, Articles 31-32
5. Dinstein, Yoram, War, Aggression
and Self-Defence, 6th, 2017
6. Gray, Christine, International Law
and the Use of Force, 4th, 2018
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A rule of law exist before it can be
enforced and the Charter of United
Nation drafted by victors of a bloody war
agreed upon two basic rules concerning

the use of force by states...
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